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I am looking forward to gathering for our first face-to-face worship on Sunday June 14th.  It is hard to 

believe that our last worship in the sanctuary was on March 8th.  Sunday will be a cause for great 

celebration!  For many, gathering together is a major touchpoint of their weekly faith walk.  Zoom 

meetings and the telephone have been a godsend.  But they don’t seem to replace an in-person chat.   

 

This get-together will be great!  And Judy and I are so happy that we will have two weeks of face-to-

face gatherings, before ending our seven years together at Balls Mills! 

 

Meeting in-person before a vaccine is available does carry some risks.  We hope to keep those risks 

minimized.  However, if you feel it is too risky, by all means, stay home and continue home worship. 

 

For a quick reflection on safety measures, when we drive a car, we have a number of safety features 

that we routinely use: turn signals, brakes, seat belts, air bags.  And they work!  Recently a head-on 

crash in our region was survived.  For anyone who remembers the time before seat belts and air bags, 

the outcome of a head-on crash was much different.  Without these protective aids, the survival rate 

was much lower. 

 

For this pandemic, a number of protective measures are available.  These include: washing hands, 

wearing masks, maintaining healthy self-care, and staying-at-home when needed.  We should stay-at-

home when we feel most vulnerable, when we believe the public space is most dangerous, when 

having tested positive, or when we are having symptoms.    

 

Situations like COVID-19 are particularly sticky problems. We can become carriers without having 

symptoms ourselves.  As many as 25-80% of people with the disease can become carriers without 

being sick or knowing they are a carrier.1  Bad things can happen through good people, as we can 

unintentionally harm others. 

 

Distancing while in public, and masking to lessen the aerosols being thrown to others, prevents us from 

becoming a “Typhoid Mary.”  And of course, we hope and pray that someday soon, we will have a 

vaccine.  That would be a blessing. 

 

But we have already been blessed.  A recent article listed some changes that happened during 

quarantine that people hope will continue in their normal lives.2  These beneficial changes are: reduced 

consumerism; slowing down and putting less pressure on ourselves; prioritizing family and friends; 

ethical action and activism in our highly interconnected world; exercising daily; baking, vegetarian 

cooking, and grow herbs; spending more time in nature; and working from home, if possible. 

 

The pandemic in no ways stops us from living out the hope and promise of the gospel!  Whether we 

are at home, or gathered, let us break bread, pray, and love!  May God bless you, and may you be a 

blessing in the world. 

 

Peace and blessings,   

Pastor Chris 

                                                 
1 https://www.healthline.com/health-news/50-percent-of-people-with-covid19-not-aware-have-virus 
2 https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/6/9/21279258/coronavirus-pandemic-new-quarantine-habits 


