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#1 (Lead-in) Confession of sins and repentance can bring healing and transformation for 

individuals and communities. 
 

Mark 1:4-8 (NLT) 
4 This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and preached that people should 

be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of 

Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And when they 

confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 His clothes were woven from coarse 

camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey.  
7 John announced: “Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 

not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals. 8 I baptize you 

with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” 

 

#2 (Lead-in) The perpetual flame of the work of the Holy Spirit began on Pentecost, continues 

through today, and into the future. 
 

Acts 2:1-4  (NLT) 
1On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there 

was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where 

they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each 

of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other 

languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 
 

 

#3 (Lead-in) God dispersed a variety of gifts among us.  No gifts are of higher or lower status.  

The same God works within all of them, and all of us. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:1-13  (NLT) 
1Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit 

gives us. I don’t want you to misunderstand this. 2 You know that when you were still pagans, 

you were led astray and swept along in worshiping speechless idols. 3 So I want you to know that 

no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord, except 

by the Holy Spirit. 4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source 

of them all. 5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in 

different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.  7 A spiritual gift is given to 

each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise 

advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge, 9 The same Spirit gives 

great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one 

person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone 

else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still 

another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the 

ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these 

gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.  12 The human body has many parts, 

but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are 

Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into 

one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.  


