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Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask for or imagine  
by his power at work within us;  

glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and always. 
Amen. 

(Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 

We are sharing the same Communion meal, 
We are wheat by the same great Sower sown; 

like a millstone life grinds us down with sorrow and pain, 
but God makes us new people, bound by love. 

(“Una Espiga/Sheaves of Summer,” by Cesáreo Gabaráin) 
 
 

April 3, 2020 
 
Dear Beloved Sisters and Brothers of the Susquehanna Conference, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, Healer and Hope of the world. 
 
We are living through unprecedented times of crisis, uncertainty, fear, and pain. As the 
statistics of infection and death explode, people are thirsty for connection to God’s caring 
and assuring presence. Business as usual is not acceptable. We must take this 
opportunity to reach out to people in new ways.  
 
I know that many of our pastors and people have a great hunger to observe the sacrament 
of Holy Communion. Holy Communion is a powerful spiritual experience that draws us 
closer to God and one another. Not knowing how long the current pandemic will continue 
to expand and evolve and realizing the drastic escalation of its spread and the casualties 
it may cause, I cannot leave our people in hunger and thirst for the bread and cup 
indefinitely.  I, as your Bishop, in consultation with the Cabinet, have decided to 
allow our pastors to provide virtual Communion as part of their worship services 
as long as you follow these directives.  
 

1. Do not compromise our liturgy 
 
Use our liturgy faithfully with integrity as found in the United Methodist Hymnal and the 
United Methodist Book of Worship. As you preside at the table, you may want to refer 
your people to the Communion liturgies on the Discipleship Ministries web site. Note that 
at the end of the list there is an order for “A Brief Thanksgiving for General Use.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Jeremiah J. Park 
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2. Give clear instructions about what to use 
 
Bread or crackers, juice or wine that online worshipers have in their homes would be 
acceptable. Please do not package, deliver, or provide pick up for the elements, as this 
risks cross-contamination. 
 

3. Only those who serve under appointment can administer the sacrament 
 
The sacredness of Holy Communion cannot be violated by someone presiding in 
whatever way he or she wants to. Please be mindful that, during your online service, there 
may be those who visit your site who have little understanding of what Holy Communion 
is about. 
 

4. Please communicate clearly that the practice of online communion will end at a 
proper time, which will be announced.  

 
I consider online Communion a possibility only during this extremely extraordinary time. 
Once this crisis has passed, it will be time for us to observe Communion in gatherings 
where we can be together in person. 
 
I regret that this message came to some of you late. Many have already prepared for the 
services of Holy Week and Easter. Please accept this message with a gracious spirit, for 
I know how faithful you are. Please know that offering Communion online is not 
mandatory, but an option for our clergy to exercise as spiritual and pastoral leaders. 
 
We United Methodists take very seriously the sacrament of Holy Communion. We 
perceive it as a visible means of God’s grace. While these times have been extraordinary, 
God’s abundant grace is also extraordinary. It is far more than anything we can imagine 
or earn. It is for such a time as this that we rely on God’s abundant grace to accept virtual 
Communion as a sincere and a Holy act. 
 
Whether or not you and your church offer virtual Holy Communion, please continue to 
find ways to use every means possible to tell the story of God’s work in the world and the 
living and loving presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
In God’s Grace, 

† 
 
Jeremiah J. Park 
 


